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2015-16 has been a year of signif icant growth for Square Pegs and 

I  am pleased to report that we have made impressive progress 

toward achieving our miss ion to improve recognition, 

understanding and action to support children with dyslexia and 

related learning differences.  

 

With respect to our 2015-16 goals, we have been successful  in 

del ivering against many of the measures we establ ished for 

ourselves in relation to:  

 financial  sustainabil i ty;  

 community awareness and family support;  

 research, resource and program development; and  

 advocating for pol icy change. 

 

In 2015 Square Pegs exhibited at the:  

 Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations (TASSO) 

Annual Conference; and 

 Gearing Up Events in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie.  

Square Peg also made presentations to  the: 

 I solated Children’s Parent Association AGM;  

 Rotary Huon;  

 Rotary D’Encastreaux; and  

 Rotary Hobart.  

Square Peg’s representatives met with advisers  to the Minister for 

Education and Minister for Health and Human Services as well  as  

Mr Andrew Wilkie, MP to raise awareness of the issues facing 

children with dyslexia and their famil ies in Tasmania.  

 

In October 2015, we ran our f irst major conference – Making 

Connections. This was a big r isk for our fledgl ing organisation but 

clearly paid off, with nearly 200 participants attending the event.  

 



We received fantastic feedback on the conference and this 

undoubtedly set the stage for experts Neil  MacKay and Lorraine 

Hammond to be invited by the Department of Education to return 

to Tasmania in 2016.  

 

Despite our very l imited resources and the individual pressures that 

the Committee members have felt, we have continued to provide 

support, advice and information to parents through our regional 

support groups (Cambridge, Launceston and Burnie) as well  as 

answering many phone or email  queries. Several  awareness 

workshops were also del ivered to school communities  around the 

State during this period. The transition of our website to a new 

platform, creating a much more user fr iendly and professional 

looking onl ine resource, was also completed.  

We have continued to build on our relationship with l ike 

organisations in other States and participated in Dyslexia 

Empowerment Week activities, including  Light it  Red . 

 

I  would l ike to take this opportunity to thank the Committee and 

our other members and volunteers for their support, passion and 

contribution during the year . Square Pegs does not receive 

Government funding and without this support we would be unable 

to continue.  

 

Thank you to the many parents, teachers, educators and 

professionals who have embraced our activities and joined the 

growing community of Tasmanians committed to ensuring that al l  

children can access and enjoy learning.  

 

I  look forward to continuing our work to support children who learn 

differently in the year ahead.  

 

 

Amelia Jones 

Chairperson 

 


